10 Reasons Why League Tables Should Go

1.
League tables are based on too narrow a definition of pupil performance

The tables only report on English and mathematics at Key Stage 2 and devalue pupils’ work in other areas of the curriculum. Schools are about much more than the measurement of test results.  Many elements of this work, such as schools’ contribution to pupils’ social and personal development, are impossible to capture in the tables’ format.  
2.
League tables provide imprecise and misleading information

Even with the use of Contextual Value Added data, the work that schools which serve disadvantaged areas do to narrow the achievement gap is not fully reflected in the tables and therefore gives a misleading impression of the quality of the school. The information provided by the tables fails to reflect the character, ethos and catchment area of a school.  
3.
League tables make SATs high stakes

Because SATs results provide the main information for the league tables, they force schools to do everything they can, such as teach to the test and distort the curriculum, in an effort to improve or maintain their position in the tables. While league tables continue to exist, Key Stage 2 testing can never be primarily for educational purposes. 
4.
League tables act as perverse incentives 

As the tables report the proportion of pupils achieving the Government’s expected level of performance, they encourage schools to concentrate on pupils at the borderline of achieving these indicators. They provide no encouragement for schools to tailor provision for children working above or below these expectations. The current approach to publication of test results does not directly raise achievement or improve schools and it does not benefit individual pupils.
5.
League tables perpetuate educational inequalities

The tables widen the gap between those schools which receive the value-added advantage of parental support for their pupils’ learning and those schools in economically and socially deprived areas. Many good schools are in the bottom half of the tables because of the communities they serve, damaging not only their confidence and stability but also their ability to address educational needs, by driving down funding and depriving them of per pupil funding. 

6.
League tables undermine the spirit and practice of inclusion

Continuing to publish league tables does not fit in with the development of an inclusive education system that offers a good local school to any pupil.  Schools may be understandably reluctant to admit SEN pupils or those who have behavioural problems if they know they will affect their position in the tables. Recognising the achievements and progress of children with SEN requires a move away from narrow measures of attainment, as reported in the tables, to look at all round achievement.
7.
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland do not publish league tables
The governments of Northern Ireland and Wales have abolished league tables because of their perverse effect on schools and the limited information they provide. In Scotland, league tables have never been published. The other UK home countries have recognised that such tables neither contribute to school improvement nor support schools with the greatest need.  This has not affected either the quality of education or parents’ satisfaction with the level of information they receive about schools. 
8.
Parents do not need league tables to choose a school for their child

There are much more appropriate ways of choosing a school and seeing how it is doing than looking at league tables. For primary schools, the proximity of the school to home is likely to be a much greater factor in parents’ decision, as is whether their child will be happy and thrive there. This information is more likely to be gained by talking to other parents or visiting the school than by scrutinising the league tables.
9.
The general public does not support league tables

In a survey of 10,000 parents in 2009, 75% believed that Key Stage 2 league tables should be abolished (NAHT). Parents feel that league tables do not assess the quality of teaching in a school or the development of an individual child (GTC 2007 survey). 
10.
There is a responsible alternative to league tables
Schools should be required to make an appropriate amount of information on their performance available to parents, if necessary in a standard form with an agreed range of indicators. This would include information on pupils’ progress across the curriculum, through teacher assessment judgements.  
