MAKE YOUR MARK – FOR TEACHERS, CHILDREN, PARENTS AND SCHOOLS

Advice to NUT members - what you can do in the run–up to the General and Local Elections

Decisions made in Westminster by MPs and Ministers have a profound effect on the working lives of teachers throughout the UK.

The NUT believes that education should be viewed by all the main political parties as being at the heart of everything we value as a society and that accordingly, therefore, the voices of teachers and head teachers should be properly listened to.

It is also important that, before casting their vote, teachers are clear about the policies of the main parties with regard to education and particularly those issues which impact directly on them as teachers.

Following its success in the European Elections there is a very real danger that the BNP could win overall control of Barking and Dagenham Council during this year’s local elections.  The implications for children, teachers and schools of having racist and fascist councillors with responsibility for education and other public services are terrible.  If not halted the BNP may increase its influence in other areas of the country at this election.  Every teacher should use their vote at both the general and local elections in order to stop the BNP or any other racist and fascist party.

Even if you don’t consider yourself particularly interested in politics or are completely fed up with politicians in general the NUT would urge you to make your mark during this election.  Some ways in which you can do this are identified below.

One-to-one conversations with friends and colleagues are a good way to make sure that teachers’ concerns are at the front of people’s minds as they consider how they might vote.
Promote our policies for teachers and the education service – you would have received a copy of the NUT’s Charter for Teachers in the March edition of The Teacher. You can order additional copies of this Charter, for use in schools and at meetings/events, from your local NUT association or division. 

The NUT has also produced a Charter for Education for use in activities with parents, governors and the general public. Again copies of this Charter can be ordered from your local NUT association or division.

Attend hustings or meetings where local candidates are invited. These are often arranged by local community groups and trade unions, including the NUT. 

Engage with candidates and party workers during canvassing, however tempting it may be to tell them to, politely (or not), go away.  Candidates and party volunteers do take very seriously what is said to them on the doorsteps and elsewhere. 

Take opportunities to participate in local and national phone-ins or internet and telephone surveys. As the election approaches the main parties pay even more attention to measures of public opinion.

Using your vote Obviously, the most important activity in which you can engage in these elections is to use your vote on 6 May 2010.  In areas where they take place it is important that you vote in the local elections too – especially in areas where the BNP poses a particular threat.
