Africa Project

“Our Africa Project has informed and will continue to inform the behaviour of our young people in a global society.” Malcolm Peppiatt, NUT Member
Malcolm Peppiatt, Assistant Headteacher at The Weald School, is an NUT member who has successfully demonstrated how the global dimension can be integrated into the school curriculum and make a real difference to people’s lives on the ground. 

Malcolm is the brains behind the Africa Project, which started in 2005 and is now a long-term commitment in the school. The Project, which involves working in partnership with a community in Africa to design and build classrooms, has involved:

· 84 students and staff working on researching the feasibility of visiting one of the 57 countries that make up the African continent

· An exploratory visit to Kenya with seven sixth formers and three staff, including visits to schools in three areas

· Fundraising initiatives for rebuilding classrooms in four partner schools in Kenya, including holding a balloon race, designing and selling wristbands, sponsored races, Christmas pantomime, designing and producing mugs and bags, quiz nights, street collections, a black tie dinner and auction with Harry Enfield and students trained by the chef to provide silver service, and a whole school sponsored walk

· Forming a charity “Classrooms for Kenya” on which students and staff have made a number of presentations at nearby schools and local community organisations
· 23 students and four staff spending three weeks in the partner schools, teaching lessons, playing games and actually helping building classrooms on two of the four sites

· Expansion of the project (thanks to a grant from the DFID Global School Partnerships Reciprocal Visits programme) to include other nearby schools, teachers from partner schools in Kenya visiting UK schools  and the planning of joint curriculum projects. Teachers from the UK cluster of schools will be visiting the Kenyan schools to further develop these projects.

· A group of 50 students and staff to visiting Kenya along the lines of the first visit.
Malcolm says the project has encouraged the school to be more outward focussed in what is a predominantly white middle class catchment area with ethnic minority groups under-represented. It has also had a long-lasting impact on the students involved. One student said of the project: “I think I’ve learned the most about the unfairness of poverty and how we can help.” Another student said: “Opportunities such as the Africa Project help you to decide who you are, and who you want to be; such a significant and life-changing experience helps you to establish the real values of life and your priorities.”

