Introduction to this pack

Football is the most popular sport in South Africa and is very much a part of UK culture. In 2010 South Africa successfully hosted the World Cup, the largest international event ever held on the continent and is now internationally renowned as a nation fanatical about football.  This pack is bursting with fun and informative teaching resources and activities for teaching children about South Africa through football. We hope that this pack will harness the passion that children have for football and provide an exciting medium through which they may learn about South African history, culture and context.
This pack was originally developed for World Cup 2010 but has been revised so it remains relevant following the tournament. The activities in this pack are mainly appropriate for key stages 2, 3 and 4, but many can be adapted for use across other key stages. Activities range from quizzes and role play exercises to numeracy tasks, research and designing football grounds and posters.  

As well as addressing a wide range of National Curriculum subject areas, these materials offer teachers opportunities to explore aspects of the Global Dimension and fit within the Every Child Matters agenda. 
The Ofsted framework for inspection has an increased focus on promoting equality of opportunity and tackling discrimination. These materials will also be of assistance to teachers who are looking for content that helps them address these themes.

The pack is designed to be flexible. Teachers can choose as many or as few activities as they wish. These might include one-off sessions, or longer in-depth units of work. The activities and information provided can easily be adapted according to the classroom situation, for example ages of pupils, number of sessions available and curriculum emphasis. 

The activities in the pack are separated into five chapters, according to topic areas:

	Getting to know South Africa
	Pupils undertake research, play games, carry out a series of simple tasks and plan a footballer’s diet to build their knowledge and understanding of South African culture and history.

	Fan culture
	Pupils learn about the similarities and differences between the UK and South African cultures as they explore football fan culture through language, art, music and writing. 

	Life in the new South Africa 
	Research, design and role play activities based on present day South Africa enable pupils to learn about human rights, equality and global concepts both within the South African context and more broadly. 

	World Cup venues
	Pupils learn about football stadiums, play games and calculate travel distances to matches and look at carbon footprints as they go on a journey to discover South Africa. 

	Linking to a school in South Africa 
	A guide on how to organise a successful school link with a school in South Africa is provided to promote pupils’ ongoing learning about South Africa and the global dimension. 


At the front of each chapter is a cover sheet which provides the instructions, skills, target year group and curriculum relevance of each activity. Where activities require worksheets etc, these have also been provided. In addition, we have provided some helpful background information for teachers to read.

Please take the time to carefully select your resources and consider the following points when teaching about South Africa and its people: 

· You will need to ensure that you do not portray black people as powerless and oppressed, but show the courage and effectiveness of those who resisted oppression. Similarly, make sure that the contribution of individual white South Africans to dismantling the apartheid regime is also recognised and celebrated. 

· It is important not to portray all black South Africans as currently living in poor circumstances. In spite of starting from a position of disadvantage, many black South Africans are living successful and influential lives at the top of their professions. Many black families are living in similar houses to UK children, with all the ‘mod cons’ that pupils in the UK expect. 

· Ensure that you provide your pupils with a balanced picture of present day South Africa. Pupils should understand the positive values and achievements of South Africa since the end of apartheid and the first democratic election in 1994. At the same time, acknowledge that years of apartheid mean that there is a long way to go before the legacy of enforced differences in wealth is eliminated.  

· It is also important to note that the new government and the progress it is making would not have been possible without the resistance movement in South Africa and international support for the abolition of apartheid. It will take a long time to recover from that but young people in a democratic South Africa can be more hopeful now.

We hope you find these resources helpful and that they help you to provide positive, fun and robust learning experiences for your pupils. 
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