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	SUBMISSION FROM THE NUT 
TO THE EDUCATION 
SELECT COMMITTEE INQUIRY ON 
THE ENGLISH BACCALAUREATE

	


INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY
1. The NUT believes that changes to the curriculum and assessment methods should not be subject to party political interference.  The education of our young people is too important to be determined by policies which are not consulted on, or based on evidence or substantial research.  The English Baccalaureate is a prime example of this.  To make things worse, the Government’s rhetoric around the introduction of the English Baccalaureate has moved from it being described as a measure of success to a measure of failure and in doing so they have alienated the vast majority of head teachers, teachers, parents and students.

2. The NUT submits that this approach will not be appropriate for all students: alternative pathways to achievement still have an important part to play.  A narrow, academic focus will not equip young people to take their place in society or foster their innovative skills.  Students need to learn about tolerance, diversity, respect, teamwork, taking responsibility and being independent as well as being given the opportunities to develop their creativity.

THE PURPOSE AND BENEFITS OF THE ENGLISH BACCALAUREATE AND ITS VALUE AS A MEASURE OF PUPIL AND SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

3. The NUT regrets that there was no consultation about the content and purpose of the English Baccalaureate before it was introduced.  Students who began their GCSEs two years ago should not have been judged on measures only recently announced.  The English Baccalaureate benchmark introduced retrospectively has had a devastating effect on schools.  Improving schools in some of the most challenging areas of the country have seen themselves plummet further down the league tables, which puts at risk the significant progress they have made so far.  This measure has branded a large number of pupils a failure for missing its targets.  This will do nothing to bridge the attainment gap between pupils from rich and poor backgrounds.
4. Selective schools and independent schools have dominated the top rankings of the English Baccalaureate so far.  The narrow range of subjects offered in the English Baccalaureate has resulted in just 16 per cent of 16 year olds meeting the target.  This is an unacceptable, elitist approach to education unfairly condemning other schools by using a very narrow range of subjects as a benchmark to achieve the English Baccalaureate.
5. The NUT and the NAHT, in their joint statement on Assessment, advocated that school performance league tables should no longer be compiled or published.  They paint an erroneous picture of school achievement and damage the confidence and stability of school communities.  A wider review of the effect of current accountability mechanisms on teaching and learning and on schools in communities is urgently needed.
6. Accountability measures such as league tables should never determine the nature of the curriculum in schools.  Evidence is growing, for example, that some schools are preparing their most academic pupils for a curriculum designed to deliver the English Baccalaureate.  
7. Forty years ago just 15 per cent of 16 year olds were entered for O Level GCEs.  This restrictive access to education is mirrored in the introduction of the English Baccalaureate.  A similar small percentage of schools have been successful in achieving the English Baccalaureate benchmark.     

8. This benchmark is detrimental to those young people who are in danger of not participating in education, training or employment.  Only less than four per cent of pupils on free school meals are thought to have achieved the English Baccalaureate according to DfE figures.

9. There is a contradiction in the Government’s education policy which on the one hand wants to ‘set schools free’, but on the other hand has introduced a new central target of 35 per cent of pupils in every school to achieve the English Baccalaureate.
THE CHOICE OF SUBJECTS INCLUDED IN THE ENGLISH BACCALAUREATE
10. The English Baccalaureate should be reviewed urgently to include a wide range of subjects.  No educational rationale has been given as to why the English Baccalaureate has focused on GCSEs in English, Maths, two sciences, a foreign language and a humanities subject.  RE, for example, has not been included.

11. The introduction of subjects such as Hebrew and Classical Greek in the English Baccalaureate is questionable when other subjects, such as a Business qualification, have not been included.  

12. A constraint will be placed on pupils who want to specialise in areas of the curriculum they enjoy.  Some schools are already changing their curriculum and taking reactive decisions based on the English Baccalaureate measure, rather than taking a holistic view of the curriculum that is fit for purpose for all pupils.  

13. Subjects such as Business Studies, ICT, Sociology, Design and Technology, Construction, Health and Safety, Social Care and Catering are likely to decline in number because of the introduction of the English Baccalaureate.  Excluding these subjects and the Arts from the English Baccalaureate will result in these subjects being marginalised, not only leading to cuts in provision but also reducing opportunities for young people to gain recognition in what they can excel.

14. Schools must not be pressurised into changing the Key Stage 4 Curriculum because of the English Baccalaureate.  Restricting subject options in schools as a reaction to the new performance indicator will reduce choices for pupils.  This will restrict the potential to succeed and could also reduce life chances.

15. By forcing schools to promote subjects such as geography and history above ICT and the Arts, the Government is sending a clear message that only certain academic subjects matter.  Refusal to allow applied sciences or creative subjects to be included means students will lose the opportunity to have a broad and balanced curriculum and a curriculum that is exciting.

16. Regrettably, the English Baccalaureate is a throwback to bygone times and is almost a carbon copy of the 1868 Taunton Report which described what a curriculum designed for specific social strata in the 19th century should look like.  The NUT believes that such a curriculum, designed with exclusivity in mind, cannot be at the cutting edge of curriculum development now and for the future. 
THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE ENGLISH BACCALAUREATE FOR PUPILS, SCHOOLS AND EMPLOYERS
17. The NUT has serious concerns about the employment status of existing subject teachers who may no longer have the opportunity to teach their specialisms in GCSEs as the new Baccalaureate takes hold.  Some schools, for example, have started to make cuts in the teaching of RE and Music as these are not subjects recognised in the new measure.

18. It is crucial that teacher training allocations are taken into account as demands are made on schools for the teaching of subjects such as history, geography and languages as identified in the English Baccalaureate.  Extra demands for these teachers will impact severely on national and regional shortages.  There is already a shortage, for example, of history and MFL teachers.  In a survey by the National Association of Music Teachers, 60 per cent of respondents said some schools had already been adversely affected by the introduction of the English Baccalaureate.  Music teachers in 57 of 95 schools plan to reduce opportunities to study music from September 2011.  The omission of RE and other subjects from the list of approved humanities subjects has rightly prompted concerned responses from subject associations.  Some schools, for example, will no longer provide RE in Year 11, even though it is a statutory requirement.
19. The Government must address how 14-19 education can be an integrated system of learning as depicted in the Tomlinson report of 2004.  The call by Tomlinson for the comprehensive reform of secondary education and the introduction of an integrated Diploma system to include academic and vocational subjects under an overarching qualification is still relevant today.  The introduction of the English Baccalaureate is another unwelcome tinkering at the edges.

20. If the aim of the English Baccalaureate is to create a ‘rigorous’ benchmark for academic achievement, it is wrong to assume that qualifications excluded from it will ‘fail’ students.  Schools must remain committed to finding the most appropriate courses to suit the needs of all their pupils.  This will not be the case with the introduction of such an exclusive measure.

CONCLUDING REMARKS
21. The NUT will continue to campaign for a single general 14-19 integrated system of education that recognises achievement in all subjects as well as the wider skills, crucial to innovation, employment and lifelong learning.  The exclusion of vocational qualifications in the English Baccalaureate signifies an unnecessary wide division between academic and vocational qualifications.  Vocational qualifications in ICT and engineering are crucial areas of learning for the 21st century.  The English Baccalaureate will denigrate the status of vocational subjects with universities and employers.  

