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THE PRIMARY CURRICULUM:
ADVICE AND GUIDANCE FOR MEMBERS
JUNE 2010

Important information on the primary curriculum  

The existing primary National Curriculum will continue to be in force in 2011/12 and will not now be replaced. Schools should plan on that basis.

Government Ministers announced on 7 June 2010 that the coalition Government did not intend to proceed with the implementation of a new primary curriculum based on the recommendations of Sir Jim Rose as the relevant clause in the Children, Schools and Families Bill had not successfully passed through the last Parliament. 
The Coalition Government said that it wants to give schools “more freedom from unnecessary prescription and bureaucracy”. Its intention is to make changes to the existing National Curriculum that would ensure a “relentless focus on the basics and give teachers more flexibility than the proposed new primary curriculum offered”.  It will ensure that the National Curriculum comprises a minimum national entitlement organised around subject disciplines.
When will details about the new curriculum be available? 

The Government says that the next steps for the National Curriculum will be announced shortly.  The NUT will update members once this information is available.  
What happens in the meantime?
The existing National Curriculum requirements will remain in force for primary schools until at least 2011/ 2012. It is important to remember that, while the 1999 programmes of study and attainment targets are statutory, the QCDA and National Strategies schemes of work are not.
The NUT is aware that many teachers have already undertaken considerable work in planning for the introduction of the “Rose” curriculum. That work should not be wasted. The current National Curriculum framework provides sufficient flexibility for schools to adapt the curriculum to their needs. Where schools have begun to implement elements of the “Rose” curriculum, there is nothing in the current National Curriculum which should prevent them from continuing, if schools wish to do so. 

What will the new curriculum look like? 

The Coalition Government intends to make the National Curriculum a minimum national entitlement for young people organised around subject disciplines. The Coalition Government says:

“Ministers are committed to giving schools more freedom from unnecessary prescription and bureaucracy. Ministers have always made clear their intentions to make changes to the National Curriculum, to ensure a focus on the basics and to give teachers more flexibility than that offered by the proposed new primary curriculum.”
The NUT believes that a primary curriculum which is still, to all intents and purposes, subject-defined and hierarchical, combined with the maintenance of a high stakes accountability system which is driven by data generated by end of Key Stage 2 tests, will continue to present significant barriers to flexibility and innovation in primary schools.  In light of such a cultural climate, therefore, the capacity of schools to offer a broad and balanced curriculum, particularly in relation to cross-curricular working, within the new Coalition Government curriculum model, must be called into question.

Will primary schools still be getting an additional training day in 2010/11? 

Yes. Primary schools teaching Key Stages 1 and 2 will still receive an extra non-contact day in 2010/11 to help them prepare adequately for the next school year and consider new approaches.
The NUT advises that this time should be spent reviewing the school’s curriculum arrangements and how they might best meet the needs of pupils in the future, for example, examine the amount of time spent on test preparation in Year 6 and its impact on teaching and learning. 

Will schools be reimbursed for any costs they have incurred? 

Schools which purchased additional ”Rose” curriculum handbooks and guidance or copies of the proposed new level descriptors will be automatically reimbursed by the Qualifications and Curriculum Development Agency( QCDA).
Are schools still required to offer Modern Foreign Languages at Key Stage 2? 

No. The legislation which would have made modern foreign languages at Key Stage 2 a statutory requirement in September 2010 was not passed by the previously Government so this will not now take place.  
The NUT is aware that many teachers have worked extremely hard to prepare themselves for the introduction of primary modern foreign languages and will be disappointed that this curriculum innovation has not been implemented. There is sufficient flexibility within the current National Curriculum for schools to continue to offer this provision if they wish. The decision on whether or not to continue with any modern foreign languages provision could usefully be considered by schools during the additional INSET day. 
There can be no requirement on teachers, however, to teach modern foreign languages to primary pupils. 
What about the other recommendations of the Rose Review?

The recommendation that children begin reception classes aged four has come into effect through the updated School Admissions Code, which was published in February 2010.  

For admission to the 2011-12 school year and subsequent years, admission authorities for primary schools must provide for the admission of all children in the September following their fourth birthday. Parents can request that the date their child is admitted to the school is deferred until later in the school year or until the child reaches compulsory school age in that school year.  for more information, see the Code at http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/sacode/downloads/admissions-code-feb10.pdf 
The NUT is concerned that the admission of younger children at a single point of entry will have serious implications for reception class teachers, particularly in terms of workload. Members are advised to speak to their NUT school representative in the first instance if they have concerns about the manageability of the single point of entry and to identify the level of support and group sixe needed to implement this initiative successfully. 
Will the end of Rose mean the end of Key Stage 2 tests?
No, Key Stage 2 Tests will remain in place.  The Coalition Government has said that the tests “are a robust and consistent source of information for parents at a crucial transition point for their child as they move on to secondary school. Tests at 11 mark the end of primary school for each pupil, and it is right that we have a consistent and externally validated view of individual pupils’ progress at that time”.
The NUT believes that the National Curriculum assessment arrangements are in urgent need of reform. Assessment should focus on enhancing pupils’ learning, not on evaluating schools. Other forms of evaluation should focus on institutional effectiveness. Moderated teacher assessment should replace the current Key Stage 2 tests, with sample tests used to help evaluate the education service as a whole.
The NUT has produced a pamphlet on assessment jointly with ATL entitled “Make Assessment Measure Up”.  This is available to download from the NUT website www.teachers.org.uk and the link is http://www.teachers.org.uk/files/ATL-jointA4-6875.pdf  .

Meanwhile, the Union’s campaign for Assessment Reform remains in place.  You could get involved by, for example, emailing your MP to ask them to support the NUT’s campaign to abolish the Key Stage 2 tests and performance tables.  The NUT is still in discussion with the NAHT about how their joint campaign against the SATs will develop in the next academic year.  The latest information about the Campaign is on the NUT website in the Campaigns>Current section.

NUT ADVICE AND ACTION
If you are concerned that your school is making unnecessary and inappropriate changes to the primary curriculum which are generating excessive workload, you should:

· Contact your NUT school representative and ask them to call a meeting of members in school to discuss the issue. 
· Ask the NUT school Representative, with other union representatives wherever possible, to discuss the changes being made with the headteacher and the effect they are having on the staff. 
· If the issue cannot be resolved satisfactorily, the NUT school Representative should contact your Division Secretary for further support. 

NUT advice for members on workload issues is available to download from the NUT website at http://www.teachers.org.uk/node/8441 
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