Raising awareness
It will be important to inform and involve as many people in your campaign as possible. To do this you need to think of the best way of publicising your campaign. Some suggested means of communication are listed below, along with ideas on how you can illustrate your opposition to the Academy proposal.
Key messages
· Use the regular division newsletter to members, as well as producing special editions on the Academy. Include information regarding local developments. 

· Large numbers of people have email and use the web. Email is a quick way to distribute news and information about meetings, demonstrations etc. 

· Use the TUC on-line site www.unionreps.org.uk. The site enables communication between union representatives on suggested campaign strategies and provides a forum for sharing ideas. 

· Letter writing campaigns can influence those in a position of authority, both locally and nationally. 
· Distribute campaign materials to parents, through the school if the head teacher is supportive, otherwise outside the school and to houses in the Academy catchment area. 
· Find out when school parent meetings are taking place, e.g. Year 6 transfer meetings, and leaflet these.
· Have discussions with parents, at the school gates and through established forums. The NUT has prepared a campaign leaflet for parents (insert link). 

· Arrange meetings to which teachers, non teaching staff, governors and councillors are invited. Contact details of local councils can be obtained from: http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/LocalCouncils/fs/en. The NUT has prepared campaign leaflets for teachers, governors and councillors, (insert links to documents) which are available on the Union’s website. 

· Get the press on your side. Appoint a press officer and make sure you feed them news stories on a regular basis. Use local newspapers, local radio and television to publicise your campaign. Send in photos and press releases describing campaigning activities – often they will print these in full.
· The Anti Academies Alliance has produced a series of campaign materials (insert link to website). 

