What is an Academy school?

Academies are independent schools within the state sector. They are funded directly by the Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) and not maintained by the local authority. Academies are run by sponsors such as businesses, charities, religious organisations, educational providers or wealthy individuals using public money.  
Sponsors do not have to have any educational expertise or experience. Academy sponsors take over all aspects of a school, controlling its admissions, governing body, curriculum, length of the school day and teachers’ pay and conditions.
There are now 200 Academies open. The Government wants to open a further 200. If elected, the Conservative Party has said that it would also significantly expand the Academies programme. Once a school becomes an Academy it is outside of local democratic control forever. It does not have to listen to parents or the public.

As specialist schools Academies are allowed to select ten per cent of their pupils by aptitude.  They also have more freedom over the curriculum than community schools. Academies are however required to follow the National Curriculum core subjects of English, maths, science and IT.
