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· All Academies have to follow the National Curriculum core subjects of English, maths, science and ICT;

· All Academies have specialist school status, and must have a specialism in one or more subjects;

· All new Academies must have at least two parent governors on the board of governors;
· Funding for pupils excluded from Academies will have to follow the pupil, not be retained by Academies;

· Each Academy must have a designated member of staff for looked-after children;

· There is a requirement to promote community cohesion

· The new School Admissions Code brings Academies into line with admissions arrangements for maintained schools.  It gives increased responsibilities and powers to the Schools Adjudicator, although enforcement of compliance with the Code remains with the Secretary of State;

· All Academy Funding agreements must include details of their obligations with regard to children said to have special educational needs. These SEN obligations mirror the duties that maintained schools have under Part IV of the Education Act 1996.

· SENCOs must be qualified teachers. New SENCOs will have to undertake prescribed training;
· Academies must employ qualified teachers;

· There is a greater involvement of local authorities with Academies, often as co-sponsors, and within 14-19 education partnerships;

· Outstanding schools which become academies will be expected to agree to help another school to raise attainment

· Academies must now comply with the Freedom of Information Act which was extended to include Academies from 1st September 2010.
