How are community schools and Academy schools different?
Unlike community schools Academies are not maintained by the local authority. They are funded directly by the Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF).
Academies are run by sponsors who have enormous control over all aspects of the Academy. Academy sponsors take over all aspects of a school, controlling its admissions, governing body, curriculum, length of the school day, appointment of Academy staff and teachers’ pay and conditions.

The governance arrangements for Academies differ substantially from those of local authority schools which have a balance of places for key “stakeholders”, particularly elected parent and staff governors, as well as representatives of the local community and the local authority.  The external sponsor appoints the majority of governors, even when the local authority is a co-sponsor. Academies are only obliged to have one parent governor.  The DCSF Standards website states that most Academies also have a teacher governor (either elected or appointed), a staff governor (either elected or appointed) and many include community representatives. This is not a requirement however.
Unlike maintained schools, governance procedures are not prescribed in primary or secondary legislation. Rather this is set down in model Memorandum and Articles laid down by the DCSF as part of the Funding Agreement. 
As independent schools Academies do not receive the benefits of local authority support. This lack of support was picked up (insert link to report) in PriceWaterhouseCoopers Academies Evaluation Fifth Annual Report, published in November 2008. The report recommended that “those Academies which continue to struggle in raising attainment in the core areas of English and Maths should be provided with focused, targeted support similar to that provided by local authorities and the National Strategies Support Teams”.
In terms of local democratic accountability, PriceWaterhouseCoopers evaluation confirmed that: “Academies as independent schools are not scrutinised or held accountable to their local education and children’s services or democratically elected members.”
As specialist schools Academies are allowed to select ten per cent of their pupils by aptitude. They also have more freedom over the curriculum than community schools – Academies are however required to follow the National Curriculum core subjects of English, maths, science and IT.
With regard to teachers’ pay and conditions, Academies are able to set their own pay, conditions and working time arrangements for newly appointed teachers joining the Academy.  In some Academies NUT negotiators have ensured that pay and conditions arrangements for such teachers are similar or identical to those for teachers in local authority maintained state schools.  In others, teachers’ pay and conditions can be very different.

