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Introduction

There are a diverse range of sponsors of Academies who come from a wide range of backgrounds. As well as the well known Academy chains, such as United Learning Trust, sponsors range from Universities and County Councils to the Church of England, businesses, the charitable sector, private schools, educational foundations and rich philanthropically minded individuals. These philanthropists often claim they want to put back something into the area in which they were born, for example, David Ross of Carphone Warehouse who sponsors Havelock Academy in North East Lincolnshire and, under the name of the David Ross Foundation, will be the new sponsor of Unity College in Northampton which opened in September 2010. 
Besides the chains there are the less well known sponsors such as The Haberdashers’ Livery Company, The Society of Merchant Ventures, The Essa Foundation, The Ormiston Trust and Greensward Charitable Trust. These organisations usually sponsor just one or two Academies in a localised area.  They include, for example, The Haberdashers’ Livery Company which sponsors two Academies in Lewisham (Haberdashers’ Aske’s Knights Academy and Haberdashers’ Aske’s Hatcham College Academy).
There are, also, the more unusual and controversial sponsors who seem to have no connection with education e.g. Aston Villa FC (Co-sponsor with EACT of North Birmingham Academy) and the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority, Sellafield Ltd (co-sponsor with the University of Lancashire of the Westlakes Academy in Cumbria). 
Business involvement.
One of the more worrying developments in education is the interest of very large private sector companies such as the VT Group, Serco and Edison Learning in 

the education system in the UK.
VT Group currently provides ICT support and careers guidance to schools and local authorities. However, the VT Group operates in a number of other areas, none of which have anything to do with education. It is ‘a leading company in the defence marketplace’ in both the UK and US.It also operates and manages ‘global broadcast infrastructure’ and helps local authorities and other organisations ‘to reduce their environmental footprint by developing and delivering innovative waste processing facilities’. See: http://www.vtplc.com/Ourmarkets/Education/
Serco is one of the world’s leading service and outsourcing companies and already has a close relationship with a significant number of Academies and Federations. Serco has already developed strong partnerships with the Harris Federation, Oasis Community Learning and ARK and is developing close relationships with a number of other Academy groups. Serco has said that running schools was a “natural extension” of the company’s school improvement work. See: www.serco.com.about/index.asp
Edison Learning (formerly Edison Schools UK) is a subsidiary of Edison learning Inc., based in New York, USA. Edison Learning is a leading provider of educational services in the US and was a pioneer in the development of the Charter School movement in the USA. Edison Learning currently works with around 100 schools in the UK and the Middle East, providing ‘innovative school improvement services, solutions for school management, and strategic education advice to support the implementation of national education priorities.’
Edison learning is currently involved with a number of Church of England academy projects. See: www.edisonlearning.net/schools-academies-with-religous-character/academy
Global Education Management Systems (GEMS) has a global network of international schools in ten countries and has recently expanded into China. It has 12 private schools in the United Kingdom and aspires to run state-financed schools. Its founder and chief executive Mr. Sunny Varkey is described as a ‘visionary education entrepreneur’. Recently Anders Hultin, who designed the Swedish ‘free school’ system, and then went on to found Kunskapsskolan (see below), became GEMS chief executive officer. Hultin has said that his business is for-profit schools.  
GEMS Education intends to be a major player in running the coalition government’s new free school programme and is making a start by supporting groups of parents. Anders Hultin has said, ’I believe in profit making organisations as a way to deliver high quality education’ and it is clear that if the schools GEMS run are not flourishing economically then cuts are made.

Kunskapsskolan (Its name is Swedish and means ‘the Knowledge School’) was founded in Sweden in 1999 and runs 33 schools in Sweden which are privately managed, non- selective and non-fee paying. Its vision is one in which, ‘every student, through personalised learning and clear goals, stretches their boundaries and achieves more than they thought possible’. 
Kunskapsskolan opened offices in England in October 2007 with the aim of establishing their educational concept in the United Kingdom. It is currently the sponsor of two academies in Richmond, Hampton Academy and Twickenham Academy (opened September 2010) and is involved in the plans for Holywells High School in Ipswich to become an Academy (proposed opening date 1 March 2011). The company has stated that the academies programme has provided it with “an exciting opportunity to expand the model internationally”.
University Sponsors
In July 2007 the then Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families, Ed Balls, announced that the government’s academy programme would be accelerated with universities spearheading the next wave. He said he hoped that all universities would eventually become involved. However, universities, high performing colleges and schools would be exempt from providing the minimum £2m sponsorship. The key test of whether an organisation could be a potential sponsor was not to be its bank balance but whether it could demonstrate the leadership qualities to raise standards.
Aston, the universities of Manchester, Kent, Wolverhampton and Central England, Imperial College, University College London, Queen Mary and the University of the West of England all expressed an early interest in spite of opposition from the University and College Union (UCU). See UCU branch briefing “Should Universities and Colleges sponsor Academies?” www.ucu.org.uk
The document “Academies, Trusts and Higher Education: prospectus” published by the Department for Innovation and Skills showed how there were three main ways for higher education institutions to develop a more direct involvement in secondary education. They could become a ‘lead sponsor’ of a new academy or could become a ‘co-sponsor’ or they could support a trust school. The document illustrated how the University of the West of England (UWE) became the sponsor of The City Academy, Bristol. See: 
http://www.standards.dcsf.gov.uk/academies/pdf/AcademiesTrustProspectus.pdf?version=1
There are at least 20 Universities involved in sponsoring Academies-see List of Academies: Sponsors and Local Authorities at http://www.teachers.org.uk/.
One of the most recent and controversial is the University College London’s (UCL’s) sponsorship of a new Academy in Camden which underwent two judicial reviews before it was allowed to go ahead.
Schools and Colleges 
In a further attempt to secure the Academies initiative on 14 May 2007 Tony Blair launched a new prospectus for Academies where Academy federations would be encouraged. This is where a strong lead school would work with a weaker school to raise achievement. One of the schools to embrace this opportunity was Outwood Grange College in Wakefield which, along with Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council, sponsors Outwood Grange Academy, in Adwick, Doncaster. Michael Wilkins, the federation’s executive principal, wants to expand this model.

There are also successful colleges sponsoring academies, for example, Manchester City College is one of the sponsors of Manchester Health Academy.
Many of these schools and colleges have become Accredited School Providers under the Labour Government and Outwood Grange Family of Schools Wakefield has become an Accredited School Group. 

Local Authorities
There are also many councils involved with sponsoring Academies. (See List of Academies: Sponsors and Local Authorities at http://www.teachers.org.uk/)

One of the keenest councils to sponsor Academies is Kent which sponsors a number of Academies. However, the leader of Kent County Council, Paul Carter, flagged up his concerns about Academies at a cabinet meeting where he said the Government’s academy programme could be as divisive as the former Conservative policy of allowing schools to opt out of council control. See ‘Kent Leader: Are academy schools worth it? (KentOnline 28/1/2010).
Faith Groups 
With their long history of running schools, both the Church of England and the Roman Catholic Church have embraced the academies scheme enthusiastically.
Several Anglican Dioceses, other Church of England bodies and Catholic Archdioceses have sponsored schools, sometimes in partnership with other organisations-and in one case, in Liverpool, in a joint Anglican-Catholic partnership. (Academy of St Francis of Assisi).
However, an article in The Times Educational Supplement 18 June 2010 stated that “Catholic schools have been issued with a strong warning against becoming academies over fears the move will dilute faith-based education”. It also stated that “The Church of England is also advising its schools not to become academies in the first wave of the programme’s expansion”. 
Both the CofE and the Catholic Church are concerned that local church dioceses could lose their power to appoint the majority of governors to voluntary-aided schools. This could weaken the link between the Church and schools and risks fragmenting their “families” of church schools, they said. See:
http://www.tes.co.uk/article.aspx?storycode=6047987
A bigger role for the private sector?
As has been shown above, there are a wide range of existing Academy sponsors  and, under the Coalition Government’s plans, where any existing local authority-maintained school will be able to apply for academy status and increasing numbers of schools may be forced down the Academy route through “Intervention Orders”, there may be many more.

The Academies Bill will create greater opportunities for private providers to enter the educational sector and sell services to schools. 
Stephen Ball, Professor of Education at University of London’s Institute of Education said, “It’s a process of the dissolution of state schooling. It was Labour

that introduced legislation under which people could set up their own schools. This (Coalition Government) is taking it a step further and opening it up to more diverse providers being able to set up schools. This is the beginning of the end of state schools as we know them.”

See: Guardian Education “The beginning of the end for state schools?” by Warwick Mansell 2nd March 2010 at 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2010/mar/02/conservative-plans-state-schools
