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DAVID CAMERON’S SPEECH ON EDUCATION
Commenting on the Conservative Party’s latest announcements on teacher training and standards, Christine Blower, General Secretary of the National Union of Teachers, the largest teachers’ union, said; 
“Obviously an all graduate teaching profession is vital. David Cameron and Michael Gove however must be wary of arbitrary limitations on entry to the profession which could exclude potentially highly effective teachers from backgrounds for whom acquiring a degree has been a struggle. Being ‘brazenly elitist’ could mean being brazenly exclusive of those potential teachers who through no fault of their own have had a tough time in achieving the necessary qualifications.
“Teaching is an extremely demanding profession and not everyone can do it, even those with first class degrees. While qualifications are obviously necessary, being a good teacher is not dependent on academic ability alone. Good subject knowledge is not the same as the ability to engage with young people; they are wholly different skills. Both are necessary. 

“David Cameron really must understand that the allocation of bonuses to individual teachers will in fact add to rather than improve an already highly bureaucratic and unsuccessful performance related pay system. Quite simply, there is no evidence that individual performance related pay does anything other than create bureaucracy. It certainly doesn’t motivate or enhance teachers’ enthusiasm. 

“The recent fast track route into teaching has proved a dismal failure so I cannot see how the proposed Teach Now programme will fare any better. What has to be understood is that to bring in an entry route that does not provide a good grounding in theory will not only undermine the status of the profession but will also jeopardise the education of children. 

“Teaching is not a profession that can be picked up at the drop of a hat. There needs to be the time for reflection and the capacity to undertake in-depth theoretical study. Having knowledge and being able to teach it are not the same thing”. 
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