WHAT IS LOCAL AUTHORITY NURSERY EDUCATION?

Local authority-funded nursery education is to be found in nursery schools, nursery classes or units attached to primary schools and in a small number of nursery centres (which offer both education and day care). Children aged three and four attend on a full or part-time basis. There are no fees to pay.  Nursery education premises must be staffed by qualified teachers, usually with NNEB/BTEC-trained nursery nurses. 

WHY NURSERY EDUCATION?

Nursery education offers children the best possible foundation for their later school education.  Teachers and nursery nurses provide a carefully planned and structured learning environment which encourages the all round development of young children.

The essential characteristics of high quality nursery education are:
· specialist staff (qualified teachers and nursery nurses);
· premises and resources (inside and outside) geared to the learning needs of young children;
· a distinctive early childhood curriculum;
· a system of assessment based on individual needs;
· partnership with parents; and
· a balance of three and four year olds.
WHAT IS A HIGH QUALITY NURSERY ENVIRONMENT?
All of the following should be found in local authority nursery schools and classes.
1. A stimulating environment which is planned and organised for the children.  There should be plenty of children's work rather than the teacher's work on display.
2. Books and equipment should be available for the children to use. There should be reference, story and music books and the equipment should be used imaginatively. Equipment and books should not appear 'uncared for'.
3. There should be plenty of space and time to play outside, with direct access from the building. Gleaming swings are less important than space to run around and perhaps blankets and boxes may be available to make dens and trigger imaginative play. Places to investigate, or dig in, are more stimulating to curious minds than trikes. If children appear over excited when they go outside it is usually a sign that they don't get out enough and that there are not sufficiently interesting things outside to do. Children should choose whether they want to go outside.
4. There should be provision for exploration of different kinds. For example, scientific investigation - what things dissolve in water or what things sink and float.  Children should be allowed to work things out for themselves without the teacher always giving them tasks to do, showing them what to do or even doing it for them.  There should be plenty of time for children to follow their own interests and there should not be many interruptions to the sessions.
5. Children should be free to make models by themselves using glue, tape and scissors.  There should be plenty of access to paints, crayons, dough and clay.
6. Adults should mostly facilitate and explain clearly as well as being respectful to the children.    Nursery school teachers use a range of teaching methods to cater for the needs of individual children.
7. Water and sand play should be available and the staff should be able to explain why these are important media for children to explore, play with and learn through. 
WHY CHOOSE LOCAL AUTHORITY NURSERY EDUCATION?
Local authority nursery schools have a proven track record in providing high quality education for three and four year old children.  Evidence has shown that where there are choices of early years provision in a given area, parents are most likely to choose to send their children to a local authority nursery school, citing the provision of high quality, appropriate education as the reason why they have made such a choice.  
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