Councillor …………………..………………..
…………………………………………………

…………………………………………………
Dear 

Nursery School Closures
You will be aware of the Government’s plans to close Local authority maintained nursery school provision and redesignate such provision as Children’s Centres.  I am writing to express grave concerns regarding this proposal.  Maintained nursery schools are centres of distinctive knowledge and experience of child development, curriculum, pedagogy, learning environment, observation and assessment.  

In ………..……………….. .local authority, the closure of…………………………… nursery school is proposed.  I would ask you to urgently reconsider the decision to close this provision.
The Government’s Sure Start website says that “Children’s Centres are about building on existing good practice rather than starting afresh”.  For this reason I believe that where there is existing high quality nursery education and extended provision, such as at …………………………………..………….. nursery school, it should be preserved rather than being closed or transferred to Children’s Centre status.

In a time of rapid expansion within the early years sector the Government needs to protect existing early years expertise in order to offer a model for others.  Maintaining the nursery school model, along with employing qualified teachers in the Foundation Stage, is an important element to maintaining high quality provision.

Government’s commitment to the maintained nursery school sector in the past has been based on clear and consistent evidence about the high quality of learning in nursery schools and the contribution they can make to improving the quality of teaching and learning in all kinds of other provision for all children from birth to five.

Nursery schools are important to local young children and their families because they focus exclusively on 3-5 year olds and cater for them appropriately, addressing each child’s individual developmental and cultural needs; they are usually built with good facilities for outdoor play which do not have to be shared with older children; and a significant number are situated in areas of social and economic deprivation.  
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Nursery schools have a particular role in promoting social inclusion: they offer an environment which is small in scale and provides a secure setting for children being cared for outside the home for the first time.  Many parents say they prefer their child to attend a self-contained nursery school rather than a class attached to a large infant or primary school; they provide a self-contained setting within which children with special educational needs and children with English as an additional language can flourish; they cater flexibly for the needs of families.  Nursery head teachers are aware of the need for responsive admissions policies and patterns of attendance; and they provide rich opportunities for parental partnership.  
…………………………..……….. nursery school has a parents’ room and offers a range of activities to enhance the confidence and skills of the local families whose children attend the nursery school.  Parents often find a nursery school less intimidating than the larger primary school and are, therefore, more likely to get involved in their children’s education.

For many years maintained nursery schools have been at the forefront of best practice in early years education.  They have admitted children from all backgrounds, employed well-qualified specialist teachers and involved parents in their children’s learning and development.    

You are in a powerful position to influence the local authority early years proposals and I would urge you to consider the points that I have raised in this letter and to support our campaign to stop the closure of ………………….……………….. maintained nursery school in your local authority. 

I look forward to receiving a reply from you soon. 

Yours sincerely,
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